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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

State Technical Committee

Subcommittees
� Conservation Reserve Program

� Conservation Security Program

� Environmental Quality Incentives Program

� Farmland Protection Program

� Grassland Reserve Program

� Wetlands Reserve Program

� Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program

� Conservation Programs Average Costs
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Major changes beginning in FY 2003
� Locally-led priorities

�Stakeholder input

�Local workgroup recommendations

� Priority area requirement removed

� County level allocations

� Determine state priorities for natural
resources conservation
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

State Technical Committee Role
� Advisory to the State Conservationist on EQIP

issues
�Program management policies/procedures

�Technical recommendations

� Information and outreach assistance

� Identification of statewide concerns

�Ranking criteria guidance
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

State Technical Committee Role
� Advisory to the State Conservationist on EQIP

issues (continued)
�Eligible conservation practices guidance

� Innovative conservation practices

� Identifying performance indicators

�Coordination with others
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Statewide Natural Resource PrioritiesStatewide Natural Resource Priorities
� Begin at Locally-led stakeholder meetings

�Convened by the local Conservation District

�Community-wide - watershed - conservation district -
county - multi county

� Identify and quantify local resource needs -
Conservation Needs AssessmentConservation Needs Assessment

� Identify solutions and action plans -
Conservation Action PlanConservation Action Plan

�Public participation
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Local Conservation PrioritiesLocal Conservation Priorities
� Provided by local NRCS from conservation

needs assessments and conservation action
plans developed with the conservation district

� Weighted priorities for natural resource
concerns from local level
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

LocalLocal

ConservationConservation

Priorities -Priorities -

StatewideStatewide

AggregateAggregate
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Local Workgroup Assistance
� Convened by the local conservation district

� Membership is local, state, Federal, or Tribal
government officials

� Review locally-led products from stakeholder
meetings - Conservation Needs AssessmentConservation Needs Assessment

� Recommend priorities and develop action plan
for natural resource conservation - ConservationConservation
Action PlanAction Plan
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

LocalLocal

ConservationConservation

Priorities -Priorities -

CountyCounty

LevelLevel

FundingFunding

ModelModel
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Local Conservation Priorities -Local Conservation Priorities -
Local Emphasis AreasLocal Emphasis Areas

�Local priority

�Locally described - brief proposal process

�Target/focused natural resource conservation
efforts

�Tied to local Conservation Needs Assessments

�Tied to local Conservation Action Plan
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Local Conservation Priorities - County LevelLocal Conservation Priorities - County Level

Funding ModelFunding Model

Allocation = Equity base + Local Emphasis Area +
Locally-led Natural Resources
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

State Technical Committee Action
� Prioritize Natural Resource Concerns - working

from local concerns

� Input/discussion of funding process
�Model

�Locally-led process - stimulate - STC Referral

� Input on natural resource deliverables or
outcomes
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Review and discussion on applicationReview and discussion on application
evaluation criteriaevaluation criteria
� Model criteria

� Localized by NRCS and Conservation District
with input from Local Workgroup

� Used to rank an evaluate applications

� Goal - optimize environmental benefits
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Conservation Practice and Cost ListsConservation Practice and Cost Lists
� State list with most practices from the Field

Office Technical Guide

� Tailored at the local level to link available
practices to priority resource issues

� Reviewed and updated annually -
Conservation Program Average Costs Subcommittee
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

High Plains Aquifer
� Surface and Groundwater Conservation

Funding through the Farm Bill - $25 million - ‘03

� Net savings in irrigation water use

� Conservation practices must contribute to
water savings - no new land brought under
irrigation
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

State Technical Committee - Discussion High
Plains Aquifer
� Definition of currently irrigated

�Land irrigated 4 of past 6 years (1997-2002)

�Land with physical structures in place and capable
of being irrigated as of May 13, 2002

�Land irrigated in past 12 months preceding May 13,
2002
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

State Technical Committee - Discussion High
Plains Aquifer

� Treatment of expiring Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) -
irrigated cropland

� Priority for water conservation
� Furrow irrigated

� Sprinkler conversion

� Priority for systems
� LEPA, LPIC, Subsurface drip (SDI)

� Conversion of crops or permanent cover
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program

Essentially unchanged in the 2002 Farm Bill
� Cost share practices must create, restore or

enhance wildlife habitat

� Continuous statewide sign-up

� Scheduled evaluation and application selection
periods

� Applications on-hand exceed $4.48 million
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program

State Technical Committee - Discussion
� Wildlife habitat resource priorities for Oklahoma

� Statewide

� Regional/local

� Application evaluation criteria - review

� Contract limitations
� No limitation

� Fund off ranking list up to $50,000 per contract

� Over $50,000 - Subcommittee review and determination

� Maximum cost share per contract = $???,???
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Wetland Reserve Program

State Technical Committee - Discussion
� Wetland resource priorities for Oklahoma

� Statewide

� Regional/local

� Application evaluation criteria - review

Funded
Projects:
28  Counties
118  Projects
37,581 acres

Funded
Projects:
28  Counties
118  Projects
37,581 acres

Red Slough - 7,300 acres
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Other Program Updates

� Farmland Protection Program (FPP)

� Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

� Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP)
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United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Our MissionOur Mission

To provide leadership in a partnershipTo provide leadership in a partnership
effort to help people conserve,effort to help people conserve,

improve, and sustain our naturalimprove, and sustain our natural
resources and environment.resources and environment.

Our VisionOur Vision
Harmony betweenHarmony between

people and the landpeople and the land.
NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
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